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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 1 June on the following motion moved by Hon Pierre Yang — 
That the following address be presented to His Excellency the Honourable Kim Beazley, Companion of 
the Order of Australia, Governor in and over the state of Western Australia and its dependencies in the 
Commonwealth of Australia — 

May it please Your Excellency: We, the members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament 
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our most gracious 
sovereign and thank Your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to deliver to Parliament. 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mental Health) [2.58 pm]: It is my pleasure 
to rise this afternoon to make a contribution to this debate. I acknowledge at the outset that I was not here on the first 
day of Parliament when Hon Kim Beazley made his contribution in this place; I was away on urgent parliamentary 
business at a ministerial council meeting. However, I have had the pleasure of reading his speech and I thank 
His Excellency for making it. I am a little disappointed that I was not here to see the traditional owners of the land 
Dr Richard Walley and Neville Collard, who were here to welcome honourable members to the Parliament. I think 
it was an extraordinary day and event, and I am very pleased that we as a Parliament were able to acknowledge 
the traditional owners of the land on that day. I will also take the opportunity to congratulate Hon Rosie Sahanna on 
her election to this place. It is indeed a fine thing that finally after, I guess, 190 years, or almost that long, we have 
an Aboriginal woman elected to this place, so I want to congratulate Rosie on her election. 
I also look around this chamber with great joy to see the many new faces. At the end of the fortieth Parliament we 
had 17 valedictory speeches from those who left this place, and, of course, since then we have had, I think, maybe 
14 speeches from the new members who have been elected, and I congratulate them. It is fantastic to look around the 
chamber and see the many new faces. We have a Scottish woman, a woman from the northern hemisphere across 
the water from me, and someone from Serbia. We have people who have been involved in the farming community 
and we have staffers. We have a range of people who have given in their previous lives and who are now members 
of this place. It is extraordinary to see the diversity that we have in this place. Congratulations to each and every 
one of you. 
Last week was the commencement of my third term in this place. I am very thankful to the people of the Mining and 
Pastoral Region for their faith in me and for giving me the chance to represent them in this place for the third time. 
It is a great honour and privilege to serve in this place. Many want to do it, but will not get the opportunity, so those 
of us who have that opportunity must have broad shoulders. We need to do what we said we would do and make sure 
that we strongly prosecute the issues that our electorates want us to raise in this place. I also congratulate those other 
members who serve in this place and represent the same electorate as me—Hon Kyle McGinn; Hon Peter Foster; 
I have mentioned Hon Rosie Sahanna; Hon Neil Thomson; and, of course, Hon Wilson Tucker, who will also give 
his first speech in this place today. Most of us, with the exception of Wilson, who was in a far-flung place, were on 
the campaign trail, and I had plenty of opportunities to hang out and talk with Hon Neil Thomson at polling booths 
in February and March as we fought the good fight and spoke to our now constituents and asked them to vote for 
us. The Mining and Pastoral Region is truly a wonderful place. I know other people in this place have sung the 
praises of their electorates. Hon Jackie Jarvis spoke about her region, but I think the Mining and Pastoral Region 
is the most diverse place and the most beautiful of electorates. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: All three regions are beautiful! 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: In their own way! I will not take any unruly interjections this afternoon, minister! 
I will continue to acknowledge that the Mining and Pastoral Region is indeed a wonderful place. In February and 
March, I had the great privilege of getting out to many remote Aboriginal communities in particular, and I also 
went right around the state. It is a very, very diverse area. We have places like Kalgoorlie and Kununurra, magnificent 
places like Broome, Hedland, Newman, Karratha, and everywhere in between. It is magnificent. It is important that 
we get out and experience our electorates to understand what people in the various communities, be they big or small, 
are feeling and experiencing, and that we bring those issues we speak to them about back to this place and have 
debates. That is one of the joys of this place. Whether it is members’ statements, motions, non-government business 
or private members’ business, we get an opportunity to bring those issues to the Parliament’s attention, to debate 
them and to acknowledge the fine things that are happening in our electorates. Having been out and about on the road 
for the first few months of this year, I saw tremendous people doing tremendous things throughout the electorate. 

The Governor’s speech reminded me of the last term of government. It was my absolute pleasure to serve as the 
Minister for Environment; Disability Services; Electoral Affairs in that time. I am certainly very proud of some of 
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the achievements we had in the last term, which was my first term as a minister, particularly in the environment 
space. I acknowledge and thank Hon Dr Brad Pettitt for mentioning me yesterday when talking about plastic bags 
in his first speech. It was a tragedy that a parliamentary committee twice knocked off Fremantle’s regulations. 
When I was in opposition at that stage, I took the opportunity to speak against that. I think it was brave and bold 
of Fremantle to set us on the journey. It has been tremendous to see Western Australians grasp things like banning 
single-use plastic bags. We know that in Western Australia hundreds of millions fewer plastic bags have been 
issued and that about seven million fewer plastic bags have been littered. Guess what? It has not caused us any 
inconvenience. From time to time we forget our bags. What do we have to do? We walk back out to the car, we 
get them and we bring them back in. 

Hon Sue Ellery: You swear at your husband! 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Some of you might swear at your husbands or partners, but you should not. It has 
not really been an issue for us, but it has made a difference to our environment. 

Hon Dr Steve Thomas: Have you worked out whether plastic garbage bag sales have gone up? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I have not seen the data on that yet. Some people have certainly bought plastic bags, 
but many do without. 

I now want to take the opportunity to congratulate the councils in Western Australia that now have the three-bin 
system in place. It is great. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: On plastic bags, one thing that is really clear is that you just do not see plastic bags 
lying around in the same way you used to, stuck in fences. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: That is fantastic. I have to say that as Minister for Environment, I was a regular visitor 
to tips and tip shops around the state, particularly my local one in Hedland. I used to drive into the tip and see the 
fence covered in plastic bags, and at the airport too. We do not see that anymore. Organisations like Plastic Free July 
tell us that it has had a big impact on the environment. 

I also want to touch on Containers for Change. Hon Martin Aldridge, who is here today, has a keen interest in 
Containers for Change. I know some in this house, including on this side, including some who sit very close to 
me, have not taken advantage of Containers for Change as much as they should have. They may well have stockpiles 
at their houses. However, for those of us who can take them back, this too has been a truly transformative policy. 
I am very proud that right around Western Australia, in big and small regional communities and cities, people are 
participating in that scheme. I am particularly proud of the more than 300 jobs that have been created in this space. 
I was not only the Minister for Environment, but also Disability Services. We designed our scheme in Western Australia 
with job creation in mind, and particularly job creation for Aboriginal people, people with disability and the 
long-term unemployed. Right around Western Australia we have seen jobs created, and it is truly magnificent. 

I am told that my colleague, who has to give a most important speech after me, is ready to make her contribution, 
so I seek leave to continue my remarks at a later stage of this day’s sitting. 

[Leave granted for the member’s speech to be continued at a later stage of the sitting.] 

The PRESIDENT: We are considering the Address-in-Reply. This is the honourable member’s inaugural speech. 
Please provide her with your undivided attention. I give the call to Hon Sophia Moermond. 
HON SOPHIA MOERMOND (South West) [3.08 pm]: Thank you, President, and congratulations on your 
appointment. Congratulations to all of you on your appointments.  
I would like to begin by acknowledging the traditional custodians of country throughout Australia and their continuing 
connection to land, waters and community. I pay my respects to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders and their 
cultures, and to elders past, present and emerging. May we learn to connect to spirit as you all seem to do so naturally.  
My initial reaction to being elected was one of surprise and shock, and I think that was reflected well in the media. 
However, after becoming used to the idea, I found myself changing and evolving into this new role that I have 
been given. I suspect some of you may have experienced something similar; I certainly know my colleague 
Hon Dr Brian Walker has. 
I am incredibly excited to be here. It is not something I ever thought would happen in my life. I am aware of the 
amazing opportunity, the extraordinary honour and the privilege that has been provided to me, and I am very much 
humbled by this. I am also humbled by being part of this group of people here with such obvious diversity: different 
nationalities, different accents, different skillsets that people bring with them, and the amazing number of strong 
women who are present here as well. I feel that the diversity here is an indicator of how we have grown as a society. 
Every time a woman achieves a place of influence, it inspires, motivates and normalises our presence, making it 
that little bit easier for another woman to rise up. 
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Although my “first” is not of quite the same magnitude as Edith Cowan’s appointment here, as the 114th woman 
to be appointed, I do have an interesting first that will ensure my inclusion in the history books. I am the first person 
and, thus, the first woman to have been voted in on a legalise cannabis platform alone, something that my mum 
and I think is very, very funny. My mum could not be here today but she will be watching and she will be very proud. 
Cannabis regulation trends are very much followed globally by campaigners and other interested parties. Consequently, 
I am not just slightly famous here—I am recognised out there already as “that cannabis lady”—I have also gained 
notoriety on an international level. The experience of being plucked from anonymous mediocrity and rising to a type 
of international internet fame has been fascinating, to say the least. I have had people from around the world contact 
me—from Spain, the United States and the Netherlands—and they are all tracking what is going on here. 
I would like to share with you today some of my journey that brought me here. What you may notice is that, like 
several other members here, I have an accent. It might be hard to place; there are reasons for that. I was born in the 
Netherlands to very adventurous parents. As a result of this we moved to South Africa when I was four. That was 
in 1972 and it was the first time that I learnt to speak English. We arrived there via a ship named the Oronsay. If 
members are familiar with political speak, they might know that that was also the ship that brought Tony Abbott 
to Australia. As an aside, I do not iron—ever! 
At the time we moved to South Africa there was great unrest. Nelson Mandela was imprisoned on Robben Island. 
Apartheid was a very normal part of life and everything was segregated. I went to a “white people” school. 
I remember my first day there; it was quite scary. We had a massive headmaster who threatened us with a belt if we 
were naughty. He also scared us by saying that if black people were to attack, we would have to hide in the gym and 
if they were to throw bombs at us, we had to hide under our desks. All of that, the unfairness and the fear, made 
a huge impression on this little girl here. This has stuck with me and I will always try to elevate the voices of 
Indigenous people wherever I go and whenever I have that opportunity. 
We lived there for four years. My little sister was born there, but at that stage it became too dangerous to stay 
and so we went back to the Netherlands. It took about only two weeks for my parents to realise that the Netherlands 
was cold, small and very crowded, so they started looking for a different place to settle their young family. In 
January 1983 we arrived here by plane on a lovely balmy night. After moving a few times, we ended up living in 
Heathridge and I started my studies at Ocean Reef Senior High School. Although I was used to moving around, as 
a teenager this was quite a difficult time. This is also where I had my first exposure to cannabis. Kids were selling 
cannabis in the locker area and the use was widespread. I firmly believe that because cannabis was unregulated 
and illegal, it led to very little safeguarding of the children there. 
It was around that time that I acquired my first boyfriend. He had some anger issues and in hindsight was very 
good at coercive control, something I did not have the maturity to understand nor the words to describe. When I tried 
to leave him, he threatened to drive his car into my parents’ lounge room. That was happening during and after my 
graduation from high school. It was a very stressful time and I was very frightened. This led to my parents and myself 
deciding that my leaving the country to study nursing in the Netherlands was a good idea. To this day I have tried 
to maintain a very low profile and check his whereabouts via social media regularly. This started 35 years ago and 
that experience of male violence has influenced me for most of my life. 
I went to the Netherlands where I ended up studying nursing at the Academic Medical Center, a 900-bed university 
hospital. It was the first hospital in the world with a dedicated AIDS ward, and there was still much anxiety around 
the pathways of infection. The strict hygiene practices that were implemented at that stage were considered gold 
standard. I still have some of those habits today, for which I have been ridiculed in the past but now all of a sudden 
people agree with me. It was there that I became aware of the medicinal actions of cannabis. Some of the more 
experienced nurses would subtly hint for chemotherapy patients to get their friends or family to bring a joint 
and go outside to smoke it. Those who did would come back happier, with less pain, no nausea and an appetite. 
No pharmaceutical drug was available that offered the same benefits and reduced suffering effectively and without 
side effects. That is 30 years ago already. I think of all the suffering that this herb could have reduced in the 
meantime and how unfair it has been to those who did not have access to it to suffer through the nausea and 
discomfort of chemotherapy. 

What was also interesting about my time at the hospital there was that I was a young Dutch nurse—I was 19—with an 
international patient base who spoke very good English with a South African and Australian accent, and this confused 
quite a few people there; it was very handy though. I loved my independence and made many friends there and I still 
have contact with them. As a contrast, it is interesting to note that even though cannabis was legal and easily accessible 
there, none of my friends used cannabis and the exposure I had in Australia was far greater than I experienced in the 
Netherlands. Binge drinking was not an issue there either, even though alcohol could be bought at supermarkets. 
I suspect that the legalisation made the act of drinking and smoking so much less rebellious and exciting. 

I graduated in 1991 and moved back to Australia to be with my parents soon after. During my studies as a nurse, 
possibly due to the nature of the job, the eczema I had suffered from as a child was severely aggravated, to such 
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a degree that I was unwell and unable to work. In trying to improve my health, I first came across naturopathy. I found 
it very interesting and decided to go back to study. While I was there, a traditional Chinese medicine course was also 
started and I finally graduated in 2003. I suspect I am one of the very few people on this planet who has qualifications 
in three types of medicine: western, western alternative and eastern. It certainly allowed for some interesting insights 
into health and wellbeing. Unfortunately, after graduating my health went further downhill. I ended up with severe 
fatigue and was bed-bound due to this. As my life continued, I tried to keep going as much as possible to work in 
my field. My driver, my motivation in life, has always been about helping people, helping animals and saving the 
planet. Even as a 12-year-old girl I was signing petitions to save the whales. I think it is unfortunate that 40 years 
later we are still signing petitions to save the whales. Working became untenable at some stage and I came to 
the realisation that my dream of making the world a better place was not going to happen; I simply did not have 
the physical resources that one needed to do so. This led to some quite severe depression on top of the fatigue and 
some of the other symptoms I was experiencing. At that stage I did not really want to die, but I also did not see the 
value of living quite so much anymore. I lost my curiosity and my joie de vivre. The things that gave me personal 
satisfaction and gave my life meaning were unachievable. 

I realised that I needed to change my parameters on what living a good life meant and of what living a satisfying 
life would mean to me. This led me to come up with three guidelines to engage myself with life again. These are 
in no particular order. Learn something new every day. It might be the most random little factoid; it does not matter. 
Eat something new every day. It does not matter whether it is a new recipe or new food, because you may find your 
new favourite food right there and what a shame it would be to miss out on that. The third rule is to help someone 
or something every day. I started to live that way and I found that it was expressed in some interesting ways; for 
instance, giving someone acupressure when I noticed they had a headache, helping with massaging shoulders, 
picking up plastic so that it is removed from the environment when I am out walking my dog or watering a wilted 
plant. Even though I could not change the world, I was able to make the world of difference to those I helped. That 
greatly engaged me in life again and gave me personal satisfaction. I ended up finding a fourth rule, and that was 
to never be rigid about the first three rules. The ultimate result was that I changed my thinking. My brain became 
attuned. Looking for opportunities, I slowly became more engaged in life even though I was still very unwell. 
I have only recently been able to get some decent diagnoses for that, which is quite a shame, with symptoms that 
include chronic fatigue syndrome, fibromyalgia, possibly Lyme disease, Ménière’s disease—which is why I am 
deaf, just so you know—Bartonella infection and multiple food intolerances. It took 30 years to get a diagnosis. I have 
seen many doctors, I have obviously tried to treat myself and, mostly as a woman, I was fobbed off with another 
antidepressant and told to just not stress so much. I felt that that is very much the new woke version of diagnosing 
women with hysteria, versus actually taking notice of our symptoms, and I am sure other women here can relate 
to that. Again, I realise some of that story may come across as sad; it is by no means so. My journey has given me 
compassion, insight, wisdom and a zest for life that is turning out to be contagious and inspiring to others. It is 
because of that that I am here. I am grabbing life by the ovaries and living my best life ever right now. 

Because of the understanding that I gained, my interests are broad. I realise I am here on a legalise cannabis platform, 
but I would love to see improved mental health care. Housing and homelessness needs to be addressed. My 
demographic, women in their 50s, are currently the most at risk of becoming homeless. We are largely invisible. 
A lot of women who are homeless have bought a tiny home, a motorhome or are couch surfing. They are very 
clever at coping, but they are somewhere in between needing social housing and certainly not being able to afford 
to buy their own place. Other things I am passionate about include domestic violence. I would love to see equity 
for women and girls, very specifically Indigenous women and girls. I love the idea and science of regenerative 
agriculture, improving the environment, economic empowerment of Indigenous people and women, and accessible 
education for all. As I told members, some of my experiences have come about simply from being born a female 
in this world, and systemic and institutional sexism and racism are still very much evident. 
In closing, I would like to share an insight gained through the work of Charles Darwin. For many years, people 
have somewhat misinterpreted one of his insights in relation to evolutionary biology. The interpolation that we 
ended up with was certainly a culturally influenced interpretation. He spoke about survival and adaptation. It was 
interpreted as survival of the fittest, the strongest—the alphas. It turns out there is only one thing, one quality, that 
is more important than the rest that ensures the survival of a species, and that is cooperation. Thank you. 
[Applause.] 
The PRESIDENT: Thank you and congratulations, honourable member. I wish you the very best for your time 
in this place. 
HON WILSON TUCKER (Mining and Pastoral) [3.28 pm]: I begin by acknowledging the Whadjuk Noongar 
people and First Australians as the traditional owners of the lands we represent, and pay respects to their elders 
past, present and emerging. 
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President and members, good afternoon. I would like to take this opportunity to say congratulations to those who 
were re-elected and especially to those who have taken their seats for the first time. I look forward to working with 
you all closely over the next four years. Entering Parliament without any fellow party members to lean on is a daunting 
experience. I was asked in an interview last week, and I quote, “How was your first day in the lion’s den? Have 
you been stabbed in the back yet by any of your colleagues?” The question almost surprised me considering the 
warm welcome I have received. I can honestly and happily say that I have been made to feel incredibly welcome 
from members on all sides of the political spectrum. I will not name names, because I think I would be mentioning 
the majority of this chamber, but many members have made an effort to offer congratulations, advice, encouragement 
and to let me know their door is always open. Thank you all for making me feel welcome in this place. I would also 
like to take this opportunity to say thank you to the friendly staff. I believe it was Hon Sue Ellery who mentioned 
in an induction session, and I am sure more eloquently, that the staff here are all wonderful, have been here for a long 
time, and we want to keep them. I could not agree more. I have also been told by the parliamentary staff that no 
question is too stupid; that statement may be tested as I navigate the first few weeks. President, I feel very humbled 
and privileged to now call myself a member of this house and to be representing the people of the Mining and Pastoral 
Region. Over the next four years, I will work hard and do my best to honour the commitments and responsibility 
I have to all the people of my region in the great state of Western Australia.  
As is tradition, I will now shed some light on my background, how I came to be here and what I stand for. My 
grandparents’ story begins in Australia in the 1960s after fleeing Kenya during the Mau Mau uprising as Kenya 
moved from under British colonial rule to self-government. My grandparents, Rose and Thomas Wilson, who grew 
up in poverty in Glasgow, led privileged lives in East Africa before being forced to leave behind their money and 
possessions, packing only a few household items into wooden crates and travelling by ship to start new lives in 
Western Australia with their children, my mother, Janet, my aunt, Fiona, and uncle, Andrew. After living in Australia 
for 10 years, it was discovered that, through an administrative error, the whole family was not registered as citizens 
and was declared stateless by the Australian government. My grandmother approached the local member of 
Parliament in Bunbury at the time, who went in to bat for the family so that they would not be deported. They were 
eventually naturalised six months later. Growing up, my mum would be told by children in the playground at 
school that she was a Pom. She would argue, “No, I’m African” but was then asked, “If you’re African, how come 
you’re not black?” She would go home to ask my grandmother to clarify the situation.  
I was born in Geraldton. My early life is typical of what you would expect from a policing family. My father was 
an officer who dedicated his early career to the Western Australia Police Force and my mother was a homemaker 
who dedicated her life to her family. She looked after me, my twin brother, Brett, and younger sister, Amanda. 
Like many policing families, we moved around a lot. I spent the first two years of my life in Geraldton. Later, we 
moved to Carnarvon, where we lived for another two years. After that, we moved to Bunbury, where I finished 
primary school and high school. I recall early school days playing with my brother in the schoolyard and confusing 
teachers when we would fall off the monkey bars, point at our injuries and, using a mix of Swahili words, proclaim 
that our elbows and knees were “kali sunna” and we would need some “dow-wa” to help fix them. 
Although I spent the majority of my adult years living in the city, my childhood years were spent growing up in 
regional areas and I have an affinity and an appreciation for country people and places. I spent weekends on my 
father’s property in the Vasse region playing with my brother, riding motorbikes, catching marron in the dams and 
helping to look after the animals. Most days on the farm, we were not allowed in the house from the time the sun 
went up until the time the sun went down. Other weekends were spent on my aunt’s farm in Katanning, hiding and 
playing in the lupin and canola fields with my cousins, playing cricket at the local club and being taught the value 
of water conservation at an early age by having to cycle the bathwater with all the children and fighting to get in 
first before the water went cold. I learnt to appreciate the outdoors and feel fortunate to have experienced a rural 
upbringing. We learnt to drive cars, fish, herd sheep and generally be self-sufficient, which helped to shape me into 
the person I am today and will hopefully help me in being a voice for the people of the Mining and Pastoral Region. 
After high school, like a lot of young Australians, I was not exactly sure what career I wanted to dedicate my life to. 
After some brief soul-searching, I started an apprenticeship as an electrician. After two years, I decided it was not 
for me and, given I am a pragmatic person—which my sister will sometimes describe as robotic—I decided to quit 
and pursue a career in computer science. When I was 18, I moved to Perth to study computer science at Edith Cowan 
University. I worked for several private companies in Perth during my 20s and early 30s as a software engineer 
and engineering manager, before I was presented with an opportunity to work for a US tech company in Seattle, 
Washington, to advance my career. I spent four years working in the US, managing software teams in a fast-paced 
environment with a strong emphasis on accountability and ownership—an experience that will hopefully aid me 
in this place. Although I am thankful for the experience of working and living overseas, this period did help me 
appreciate how good we have it in Australia and, in particular, Western Australia. I firmly believe that this is the 
luckiest state in the luckiest country in the world. 
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During my time in the US, I experienced the fallout of the recent events that sparked the rise of the Black Lives 
Matter movement, with racial tension and rioting a daily occurrence in Seattle and cities around the US. I applaud 
the McGowan government and the Western Australian people for their handling of the COVID crisis. I witnessed the 
appalling mishandling of COVID-19 firsthand in the United States. Seattle was one of the first places outside China to 
be affected and to experience just how devastating the virus can be on lives, families and the community. I feel proud of 
the Western Australian people’s no-nonsense and pragmatic approach in protecting the most vulnerable members of our 
community. I am perhaps one of the only members of Parliament in Australia to have experienced the pandemic 
firsthand. I have lived through a year of restrictions and I have previously tested positive to COVID-19. I have also 
been vaccinated and experienced the two-week hotel quarantine after recently re-entering the country. Given these 
experiences, I understand what this virus is capable of and I encourage all Western Australians to get vaccinated. Today, 
as I speak, COVID continues to affect the lives of millions of people around the world. Western Australians, in our home 
state today, are in a privileged position, free from the effects of the virus, but there are still over 36 000 Australians who 
are stranded overseas. I was fortunate to have recently been able to travel back home, but there are many who are not 
so lucky. I urge the McGowan government to help find a safe way home for stranded residents. Western Australia is 
great not only because we are wealthy, but also because we are a compassionate state. 
I must admit that, as I watched the recent state election results coming in, admittedly very slowly for the Mining and 
Pastoral Region, with the realisation that my life would be changing from the trajectory it was currently on, I initially 
felt apprehensive about returning. I always planned to return to Western Australia and consider this state my home, 
but I had built a life and relationships overseas and did not realistically expect to return so soon. After a few sleepless 
nights and conversations with my mum to the effect of, “Wilson, what the hell are you doing?”, the full weight of 
the opportunity became evident and it was a no-brainer to book a plane ticket home.  
I am a firm believer that choosing the more unknown and less comfortable path in life often provides the greatest 
outcome. It was with that thought that I resigned from my previous job, condensed my life into three suitcases, 
navigated a two-week quarantine and now find myself back on Perth’s sunny shores. Since returning and being 
welcomed back by friends and family—many of whom are in the President’s gallery right now—and enjoying the 
stability of Perth, it has really helped to affirm my decision and also remind me how beautiful the state is and how 
lucky we all are. I feel equally committed and passionate to pursue this opportunity over the next four years as 
I did to the one that originally took me overseas, away from my friends and family. I did not grow up with political 
aspirations and am, admittedly, not a student of politics. I am not here because of a strong political upbringing or 
activist background. I am here because I felt strongly about an issue and questioned the decisions of the previous 
generation. I am here because I believe the new generation should feel empowered to question inherited policies 
and decisions, and challenge the status quo. 
It is with that statement that we now come to everyone’s favourite topic and my own—daylight saving. Listening 
to the historic maiden speech of Hon Rosie Sahanna, I am reminded and acknowledge that daylight saving is not 
the most important issue facing the region or the people of Western Australia, but I believe it is one that could have 
positive benefits for this state and for the majority of the residents. I acknowledge that daylight saving affects people 
differently; however, this is a shift that would have positive benefits for the majority of Western Australia, including 
those living in coastal towns and cities around the state like Broome, Coral Bay and Exmouth. WA is blessed with 
one of the best climates in the world. Why not implement a change that would promote that benefit? Colin Barnett 
declared back in 2009 that the issue was dead for a generation. It has been 12 years and since that time, Perth has 
undergone a cultural and demographic shift. WA has experienced an influx of people into the metropolitan and coastal 
regions and attracted a high number of workers from over east and overseas who have lived in places that enjoy 
daylight saving and who understand the positive lifestyle and social and wellness benefits. 
Daylight saving also has significant health benefits. Research conducted in WA, based on reports by the Western 
Australian government, found that men and women between the ages of 16 and 64 reported a positive increase in 
physical activity, of between 30 and 81 minutes, during the 2006 to 2009 daylight saving trial. The research also 
shows that spending just 30 minutes a day doing physical activity can reduce the incidence of high blood pressure 
and depression. This issue is about not only changing the clocks, but also promoting and improving the quality of 
life and wellbeing of Western Australians. 
We are moving to a more connected and dispersed world, with the ability to work remotely becoming a reality, 
driven by technology advances and a global pandemic as a forcing function for more flexible working conditions. 
Being able to align our time zone with the east coast, the US and Europe, even by an hour, will help connect WA 
and make WA’s time zone more applicable to the summer months in other areas within our own country and with 
countries around the world. I realise that it is going to be a challenge, given the numbers and make-up of the houses. 
However, I believe that the majority of WA people acknowledge the benefits of daylight saving time and it will 
eventually be introduced; it is just a matter of when. In the meantime, I plan on building support for the issue, 
talking to people about the benefits and dispelling the myths. 
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I understand that I am a bit of a wildcard in this chamber, and outside of my desire to legislate for daylight saving 
in this state, my views are not well known. I would like to take this opportunity to speak to a few issues that I am 
passionate about. 
I believe that Indigenous Australians should have the same opportunities as non-Indigenous Australians. One in 
10 residents in the Mining and Pastoral Region is Indigenous and the region faces a number of challenges to improve 
their lives and wellbeing, with Australia and WA falling behind Closing the Gap targets in several key areas to meet 
the committed 2031 date to improve the wellbeing of some of the most vulnerable and the most culturally important 
members of our community. 
WA has the unenviable statistic of having the highest rate of suicide per capita in the country among the Indigenous 
population. We also have one of the lowest employment rates and the highest incarceration rate within Indigenous 
communities of any state in Australia. Given the wealth of WA and its position as the economic powerhouse of 
Australia, there is more that we can do and we are in a position to do it. As a regional MP, I will be looking for 
opportunities to improve the lives of Indigenous residents over the next four years. 
I believe every Western Australian should have the opportunity to own their own home. We live in a lucky state, 
but it is not so lucky for those who are struggling to buy their own home. I will be joining many West Aussies in 
the trenches to live out the dream of home ownership. I fully acknowledge, surrounded by all this red leather, that 
I am in a more privileged position than a lot who are struggling to save a deposit to buy their first home. Housing 
affordability continues to disproportionately affect young people in the country. Young Australians have the 
second-lowest rate of home ownership in the world, with the ownership rate of 18 to 36-year-olds as low as 28 per cent. 
House prices continue to rise at a rate faster than wages, pushing home ownership out of reach for more and more 
young Australians every year. 
This is only made worse by the fact that rental prices are also rising. Over just the last year, the rent in Perth 
has increased by an average of 13 per cent, while rental prices in northern WA have increased by 18 per cent. The 
pain is being felt by young people, with more than half of young people under the age of 24 experiencing housing 
stress, even after receiving commonwealth rent assistance. This housing crisis has the tragic result of driving 
Western Australians, particularly young West Aussies, into homelessness. According to the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics, young people make up 24 per cent of the homeless population. As a millennial, I will be looking at ways 
to improve housing affordability and the lives of and outcomes for our generation. 
I believe a system that allows for ordinary Australians to have a voice for issues they are passionate about is in 
line with the values and fair-go nature of this country and of the Western Australian people. 
Our electoral system promotes diversity and real choice in representation and I stand here as evidence of that. 
Although I accept that the government has a mandate to implement policies that it took to the last election, I am 
sceptical of attempts to change our electoral laws, especially when the government did not take that particular issue 
to the last election. Although no democracy is perfect, members cannot ignore the fact that our current electoral 
system has seen a diversity of ideas and values represented in Parliament. That diversity has ensured that minority 
or marginalised groups still have a voice here in the people’s Parliament. 
Much has been said in the media of the supposed over-representation of WA’s country regions. I believe this is 
not an anomaly, but a feature of representative democracy. It protects people against the centralisation of political 
power in capital cities, and it ensures fair representation of geographical regions that, although low in population, 
do most of the economic heavy lifting for the state. 
Although I am new to this place, I understand that the Legislative Council’s function is to act as a house of review 
and to hold the government to account. My fear is that we may see electoral reform that favours the established 
parties in an attempt to have the Legislative Council reflect the make-up of the other place. Such an outcome would 
diminish the Legislative Council’s role and relegate it to simply acting as a rubber stamp for the government’s agenda. 
This would be contrary to the values of transparency, accountability and democracy. 
Changing to the one vote, one value model would result in less representation in rural areas by concentrating focus 
on the cities, which could have serious consequences in the bush. It would result in under-representation in a region 
already struggling with achieving equality with the cities in many areas, including health and education services. 
The Mining and Pastoral Region is over two million square kilometres and is one of the least populated and 
most remote places on the planet. It is responsible for the majority of the wealth of WA through our resource and 
agricultural industries. The region is also one of the most culturally important in the state and boasts beautiful 
world-class scenery. 
I have been fortunate enough to have swum with whale sharks in Exmouth on the stunning Ningaloo Reef and 
have spent days climbing in the Kalbarri gorges and nights sleeping under the stars in the national park. The region 
is bigger than a lot of countries, and although I admit that I certainly have not seen it all, I am looking forward to 
travelling around the electorate and talking to residents to understand the opportunities and the challenges faced. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all the members of the Daylight Saving Party committee, 
all the candidates who ran in the recent election and all the members who signed up with the party, who gave us the 
ability to contest the election and provide us with a platform to voice the issue and to represent ordinary Australians. 
A special shout-out goes to Amanda Klaj, Larissa Ashton, Madeline Davey, Melina Mellino, Vince Radford, 
Andy Close, Joel Duffy and Brett Tucker. 
Giving this speech today is a far cry from 2016 when we were waving sign-up forms at patrons in Fremantle bars 
after football games, dressed in a giant sun costume. We were not taking ourselves too seriously then, and as a party 
moving forward, I hope we can keep ourselves grounded with the same sense of positivity and have-a-go attitude 
over the next four years. 
I would also like to say thank you to my brother, Brett, who was crucial in registering the party. Although we were 
born minutes apart, I consider you to be the older and wiser of the two. Thank you to my sister, Amanda, who has 
helped me navigate several broken hearts over the years. Despite your small size, you are one of the most fierce 
people I know. 
In closing, I recognise that I was elected on a small number of votes—98 to be exact—in a very large region. You 
may not have voted for me, but I can assure you that I plan on taking this position seriously and I plan to do my 
best to be a voice for the people of the Mining and Pastoral Region. 
Thank you. 
[Applause.] 
The PRESIDENT: Thank you and congratulations, honourable member. I wish you all the best in your endeavours. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Colin de Grussa.  
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